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Our First Freedom 


“We know what happened to 
the German mind under Hitler’s 
regime. 

“We know how thought is regi- 
mented in Russia and many other 
countries still under dictatorships, 
where the press, radio and movies 
are under governmental control. 

“In the United States freedom 
of speech and press is guaranteed 
to us under the Bil] of Rights— 
the First Amendment to our Con- 
stitution. 

“But—are we in danger of los- 
ing that freedom? Of having our 
minds regimented? Government is 
not the sole enemy of freedom. 
Concentrated economic power also 
acts as a restraint of thought.” 

The Civil Liberties Union has 
recently announced in the above 
words a report on the monopoly 
and control of the press in Amer- 
ica. This report is présented in a 
book, “The First Freedom,” by 
Morris L, Ernst. 

“Our democracy has been ster- 
ilized by the few score of owners 
of radio, movies and press! With 
rare exceptions, the people of our 
nation have been kept in ignor- 
ance of the economic power in 
these fields,” states Mr. Ernst. He 
backs up this charge with facts 
showing the dangerous trends of 
monopoly in the mass communica- 
tion field, and describing the way 
in which competition has been sti- 
fled and is now at a minimum. 

Mr. Ernst, by the way, has been 
a member of the New York Bar 
for over thirty years and during 
that time has figured prominently 
in many important cases affecting 
public interest and influencing so- 
cial policy. He has represented the 
American Newspaper Guild for a 
number of years and has served 
as counsel for the American Civil 
Liberties Union on innumerable 
freedom-of-the-press cases—in- 
cluding radio and motion pictures, 
and also for the Dramatists Guild 
and Authors League of America, 
Inc. Among the various publica- 
tions he has represented are: The 
New Yorker, Life, The Nation, 
Survey Magazine, The New York 
Post. He has also been Eastern 
Council for the Society of Inde- 
pendent Motion Picture producers. 


(Continued on next page) 


[LURING THE LA SALLE HOTEL FIRE a loyal, faithful, Seeing 

Eye dog led a blind girl to safety, while smoke-crazed people 
were killing themselves by jumping out of windows and, in hysteria 
and fear, otherwise bringing death to scores. Only a few need have 
perished. Love and: faith combined with courage and divinely given 
instinct are man’s most effective natural resources. When shall we 
learn to use them as much as we now use hatred, fear and violence? 


X-Ray and Forecast 


| | preenteel PREDICTED. An inside glimpse of the state of 

the world can be gained by a brief study of a report being circu- 
lated in leading business circles. This report was prepared by a special 
commission of the International Chamber of Commerce and warns 
of a complete economic, political and psychological world breakdown 
unless the present program to provide food, transportation and raw 
materials to Europe and Asia is successful. 

The report declares that economic conditions in some countries 
are much worse now than they were at the end of hostilities and 
urges decisive action to stimulate production, relieve distress and start 
the war-torn nations on the path toward economic health. A con- 
spicuous section of the report amounts to a wholesale condemnation 
of the Potsdam plan for Germany and the way it is being carried out. 

Other matters discussed concern inflation deterrents, interna- 
tional trade patterns, international monetary policies, methods of 
stimulating employment, reconstruction and short-term credit loans, 
reparations, the foundations for private international capital invest- 
ment and equality of access for countries to sources of raw materials 
and international markets. 

Equality of access for all countries to raw materials and interna- 
tional markets, it might be added, is one of the principal aims and 
promises of the Atlantic Charter and has been notoriously violated 
in the UN setup, with Britain, France, Holland and Russia quarrel- 
ing over the retention of their monopolies of oil, tin, rubber, etc. The 
only difference is that all Russian moves to keep or gain control of 
raw materials are played up in world news, and similar action by the 
others is played down or suppressed altogether. 

It is encouraging to note that this report from business circles 
carried out the same warning that Christian voices have been giving 
for many years. We must all share in a new spirit of trust and co- 
operation, or all will suffer and none will gain. BETWEEN THE LINES 
frequently points out the blindness and selfishness of some large sec- 
tion of our world capitalistic interests. Here is an example we also 
frequently refer to—of important business leaders who have seen that 
prosperity and surviving capitalism are inseparable from the Golden 
Rule and the Sermon on the Mount. 


NFLATION. And in America capitalism is rapidly approaching 
its most severe test. With the continued rise in living costs, a whole 
new wave of higher wage demands and strikes are on the way. Here 
is the line up: auto workers—some big plants like Chrysler can have 
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Discrimination Notes 


Storm warnings are being sent 
out by Christian Negro leaders 
concerning the growing tension in 
racial groups. The danger seems 
to emanate from the fact that 
Negro skilled workers, who had 
good jobs doing war work, are be- 
ing replaced by returned white 
veterans, while Negro veterans 
qualified for the same jobs are by- 
passed. War urgency gave Negro 
workers a place they are now rap- 
idly losing in peace-time replace- 
ment, Also in the building boom, 
Negro contractors, builders, car- 
penters, are being almost univer- 
sally pushed out of places they 
gained and in most instances ably 
filled during government war-time 
construction. 

The labor unions share much 
responsibility for this discrimina- 
tion. “As soon as Negro workers, 
skilled or unskilled, start to get 
hungry, there is going to be se- 
rious trouble,” authoritative 
sources forecast. ‘ 


Double Standard 


Another thing that is disturb- 
ing the Negro mind is that, in 
spite of Supreme Court decisions 
outlawing discrimination in buses 
or trains and guaranteeing Ne- 
groes the lega] right to vote in 
Southern primaries, white politi- 
ca: bosses in some of these areas 
ot dispute are openly flaunting 
the law to continue the traditional 
double standards of democracy 
and justice. There are millions of 
uneducated Negroes in America 
who are not particularly aware, 
aroused or concerned over these 
things, but there are other Negro 
millions who are alert, educated 
and able and who are becoming 
increasingly bitter and aroused. 
Non-Cooperation 

One hopeful side in the avoid- 
ance of violence is the movement 
gaining ground among Negroes 
that promotes the practice of 
‘non-violent direct social action.” 
The philosophy of this movement 
is well expressed by Negro Con- 
gressman Powell’s words now be- 
ing quoted widely in Negro cir- 
cles: 

“The Negro... has lost only 
when he resorted to violence and 
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Our First Freedom 
(Continued ) 


Thus it is evident that he has an 
excellent background against 
which to discuss the First Free- 
dom. 

Here are a few of the facts he 
reveals: 


Press 

In the United States we have 
more than 40,000,000 daily circu- 
lation of newspapers—but 10 
states have not a single city with 
competing dailies. 

Fourteen companies owning 18 
papers control about one-fourth of 
our total daily circulation; 375 
chain newspapers own one-fifth of 
all circulation. 

More than one-fourth of our 
daily newspapers are absentee 
owned. 

Twenty-two states are without 
Sunday newspaper competition. 

Weekly papers are considered 
the backbone of local democracy; 
3,200 of them have disappeared. 
One company dominates more 
than 3,000 weeklies. 

There are only 117 cities left in 
the entire country where com- 
peting dailies still exist. 


Radio 

There are 59,000,000 radio sets 
in American homes. 

One-third of all regular radio 
stations are financially affiliated 
with newspapers. 

Four networks before the war 
had 95 per cent of al] night-time 
broadcasting power; 144 advertis- 
ers account fur 97 per cent of all 
the network income. Eleven ad- 
vertisers contribute about 50 per 
cent of all network income. 


Movies 

The weekly attendance at the 
movies is more than 100 million 
people, 

Five companies contro] the 2,- 
800 key theaters of the nation. 
These five companies take in 
more than three-fourths of all 
money paid by movie audiences 
for screen entertainment. 

Two companies produce about 
90 per cent of all raw film stock. 


Trend Toward Monopoly 

What will happen if we allow a 
few persons to monopolize the or- 
ganizations of dissemination of 
thought ? How far has the monop- 
oly trend gone? The number of 
newspapers in America has de- 
creased—a few years ago there 
were 2,600 dailies; today there are 
1,700. Chains have swallowed pa- 
per after paper; the same fea- 
ture articles, canned editorials and 
columns feed the people’s minds. 
Ownership has gradually come 
into the hands of a small number 
of persons—many of them absen- 
tee owners with no interest in lo- 
cal affairs. The vitality of our de- 
mocracy is being sapped, with the 
number of ideas circulated being 
reduced more and more. 

In radio the concentrated con- 
trol in which a few companies 
dominate the field is about the 
same as the press: the close con- 
nection between radio networks 
and radio manufacturers, the tie- 
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X-Ray and Foreeast (coninued) 


trouble in a month or so; auto accessory plants—several large ones 
have wage contracts coming up with demands for increase in the 
offing; textile industry—set for higher wage awards or strikes in 
August; meat packers, oil workers, some transportation unions—face 
early autumn demands. If these can be settled without strikes—as 
well they may—February and March, 1947, will see the next series 
of wage adjustments. 

The inflation threat is now very real. Prices of things you buy 
will jump on the average about 17 or 18 per cent during the rest of 
1946, according to top flight economists. You are going to feel sharply 
a boost in all living costs, The danger of a disastrous inflation will 
come between this July and January, 1947. After that, an abundance 
of consumer goods should prevent further inflation, provided a real 
spiral of rising prices has not already got out of control. 

Large business interests have tried hard to break government 
inflation controls. Manufacturers and distributors have seen a chance 
to clean up large profits in the present market. Even big business 
publications admit that this was the urge behind the tremendous 
nation-wide campaign to use the failures, faults and shortcomings of 
the OPA to break up all government price barriers. But the soaring 
prosperity we will see this fall is treacherous. Watch its pace closely, 
tor the faster and higher it goes, the quicker and deeper the plunge 
can be afterwards. 

The thing so few seem to realize is that such a pattern of quick 
ascent and descent is thoroughly acceptable to the controlling business 
interests of America. In fact there is abundance of evidence that big 
business is pushing for just that pattern. Large business interests are 
not afraid of a depression. A great backlog of profits has been ac- 
cumulated during the war. When the strikes began, in spite of all 
the gains labor unions had made, big business demonstrated that it 
was in a stronger position to withstand, these strikes than were the 
workers, whose families soon felt the pinch. The union organizations 
also found their surplus rapidly diminishing. The strikes actually 
helped many giant corporations get government tax rebates. 

Now, trom large industry’s standpoint, if a quick clean up can 
be made on a rising price market, a down plunge, throwing millions 
out of work, will do far more damage to the labor unions than to the 
large corporations, These concerns can tuck their profits into their 
already greatly strengthened financial structure and ride out the storm. 
Workers, out of jobs and unable to pay union dues, and unions, obvi- 
ously unable to help millions of workers except in a fragmentary 
way, will be facing rapid deterioration. If wages thus become de- 
pressed and the power of unions greatly reduced, corporation and 
industrial leaders see it only as good. What Wall Street has been call- 
ing an abnormal growth in labor’s participation in economic and poli- 
tical planning will be leveled off. That is why upper bracket business 
is not afraid of a boom, inflation or a depression. 

Naturally this philosophy so clearly evident in upper business 
circles is something being very carefully screened from public view. 
It is a dangerous philosophy and is typical of some of the short- 
sighted viewpoints of big business in the past which have done more 
to destroy capitalism than all the socialists, communists and Jabor 
leaders combined. 

We may further illuminate this situation by recalling the many 
statements made by important Wall Street leaders to the effect that 
depressions and occasional periods of unemployment should be ac- 
cepted as normal in a capitalistic society. But will fifteen million men 
out of work accept the situation as normal? It will be at this point 
that capitalism in America will meet its most severe test. 


MOncPOoLy PRESSURE ON CONGRESS. The Department of 

Justice anti-trust division has been breaking up monopolies by 
legal suits in the government's efforts to preserve true free enterprise 
for the little man and not just for the rich and powerful. But this 
gives you an idea how much some of the big corporations believe in 
such free enterprise: 

A drive has been on in Congress, under the pressure of powerful 
business interests, to slash the anti-trust division’s appropriation by 
$200,000, thus seriously crippling its future activities. 


(continued on next page) 





Our First Freedom 
(Continued) 
up of newspapers with radio, the 
exorbitant cost of radio programs, 
the fight against subscription ra- 
dio, the monopolistic and restric- 
tive practices which keep pro- 
grams off the air or limit their 
audiences. There are plenty of 
facts to prove that the right of 
the people to hear diverse opin- 
ions, ideas and entertainment is 
greatly restricted. With the ad- 
vance of frequency modulation 
and television this restriction may 
become all the more dangerous. 

Movies are controlled in every 
real sense by just five companies. 
They bought up all the leading 
theaters in the country; they 
dominate the independents; they 
stifle the exhibitors’ choice and 
the peoples’ selective capacity 
through block-booking, blind sell- 
ing and designating play dates. 
Only the thoughts, ideas and opin- 
ions of the few men who control 
the movies can reach the 100,000,- 
000 persons who attend the mo- 
vies each week. 

How shall we eliminate the dan- 
ger we face? Mr. Ernst answers 
that question in his final chapter 
—“We Can Turn the Tide.” He 
shows how reforms can be ef- 
fected in each communication 
field. If we as one of the United 
Nations seek to lead the world- 
wide struggle against dictator- 
ship of the mind, we must first 
get our own house in order, says 
Mr. Ernst. 


Discrimination Notes 
(Continued) 
won every time he fought with 
unity and non-violence. ..The way 
of the violent is hard, but the way 
of the non-violent, while still dif- 
ficult, is sure.” 

Non-violent non - cooperative 
methods, no doubt drawn from 
Gandhi’s teachings, consist of all 
forms of direct action. For exam- 
ple, young Negroes may go into a 
restaurant or hotel and_ insist 
quietly and persistently on serv- 
ice. They go in groups obviously 
too large to be thrown out. When 
the police order them out, they 
refuse to leave unless taken to 
jail, where no charge can be 
lodged against them because they 
have been orderly and have been 
acting within their rights as citi- 
zens, 


Occupation Equipment 

As we have reported to you in 
the past, the American radio and 
press have greatly overplayed all 
anti-Russian news and have under 
played or suppressed most favor- 
able Russian developments. Evi- 
dence of this is found in the fact 
that President Truman’s special 
representative, Edwin W. Pauley, 
who recently toured Korea, re- 
ported that he found no large 
scale removal of machinery by the 
Russians from plants in Korea as 
had been widely claimed in this 
country. 

The Russians, having experi- 
enced the destruction of a large 
proportion of their industrial 
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Occupation Equipment 
(Continued) 


equipment by Nazi invasion, have 
unquestionably removed much 
German and Japanese machinery 
to their homeland, This removal 
was often carried out on a ruth- 
less scale irrespective of the well- 
being of the former enemies—who 
had previously robbed and plun- 
dered the Russian people. But 
what American investigators are 
finding, contrary to reports in the 
American press, is that in neutral 
countries like Korea and Czecho- 
slovakia the Soviet has accompa- 
nied its removal plan with a 
definite program of industrial re- 
habilitation. Even though Nazi or 
Japanese plants have been denud- 
ed, a sufficient reorganization of 
remaining equipment has been 
carried out to promote a full 
bodied industrial recovery—a plan 
entirely ignored by the anti-Rus- 
sian reports prevalent in this 
country today. 

There should be no soft pedal- 
ing of Russian action where there 
is guilt, but for the sake of truth 
and peace there should also be no 
warping or exaggerating. 


Veterans to Watch 


The scramble for control of or- 
ganized veterans continues, Large 
financial and industria] interests 
managed to contro] the old Ameri- 
can Legion and swung the Legion 
policies away from any progres- 
sive trends into the familiar anti- 
labor, anti-Negro, anti-Russian 
policies the Legion has maintain- 
ed from the beginning—with 
drunkenness and horseplay the 
chief characteristics of their con- 
ventions. 

The strongest, newest World 
War II veteran organization, the 
American Veterans Committee, 
80,000 strong and pushing on to 
1,000,000, is no such organization. 
In their first constituted gather- 
ing, they threw out all reactionary 
proposals, came out for economic 
progressive policies, racial equal- 
ity. They took particular caution 
to denounce communism, knowing 
that the big business press would 
try to plaster them with that la- 
bel. There was absolutely no 
drunkenness or horseplay. Watch 
the AVC. 


War Is Wasteful 


The United States Army has 
wasted hundreds of thousands of 
tons of food while famine haunts 
every country in Europe, states a 
nine-man civilian committee ap- 
pointed to investigate Army food 
handling, The Scripps Howard 
Washington writer, Gaynor Mad- 
dox, reported to his papers that 
this civilian committee had ob- 
tained information which docu- 
ments and illustrates in devastat- 
ing detail] the criminal careless- 
ness, inefficiency and neglect of 
the brass hats in handling Army 
food, while millions starve. Mil- 
lions of pounds of meat, vegeta- 
bles, fruits and other perishables 
have spoiled through careless stor- 
age practices and gross neglect. 


(continued in third column) 


It Can Bring Them Together 
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MANAGEMENT 
DEMANDS 











The chasm between labor and management is more spiritual than eco- 
nomic. There is an abundance for all, and both industrial leaders and labor 
leaders know it. Almost any one of them, in private conversation, could 
tell you right now what will have to be done to get agreements established 
in a permanent constructive way. They all admit there must be a new 
spirit of sharing, cooperation and responsibility. Yet why is this not accom- 
plished? It is because within men’s hearts, bitterness, hatreds and selfish- 
ness have become dominant. When the fever of these ills has burned itself 
out sufficiently and men begin to recognize the human and spiritual elements 
in their conflicts, the quiet miracle of peace will begin to appear. Jesus cut 
through all the maze of philosophic and economic theorization when He 
said that we can never solve such problems until we learn to do unto 
others as we would have them do unto us. 





X-Ray and Forecast (coninued) 


The Department of Justice is known to be preparing a series of 
actions against the plastic and light metal monopolies. Progressive 
congressmen are convinced that the effort to cripple the Department’s 
work comes from these monopolistic interests. 


A™ CONTROL. Without really showing its face or hands to 

the public, the military hierarchy of America has been staging a 
heroic and possibly last desperate effort to retain control of atomic 
energy and atomic research. Strange as it may be, the general public 
does not yet realize that almost all leading atomic scientists are in 
open rebellion against government or military control of atomic en- 
ergy. If Congress should pass the May-Johnson bill giving the military 
clique domination, we shall see some real academic fireworks, for 
some of our leading physicists have openly declared that they will 
not cooperate with such a military dictatorship. 

The McMahon bill, providing civilian control of the atom, must 
be- passed if America is to remain free. The War Department clique 
and its industrial cronies were actually delighted when Russia turned 
down the Baruch Commission’s plan for UN control of the atom. 
What the military-industrial bloc really wants is for Russia so to 
misbehave that the average American will have the shirt scared off 
his back; he may then dump the whole atom control proposition into 
the hands of the military. That this would hasten the march toward 
war does not bother these gentlemen. They believe war with Russia 
is inevitable anyway, and the sooner we get the idea out into the open, 
the better it will be . . . for the military, of course, and for the men 
who get the profitable contracts to supply the military. 

The other, more hopeful school of thought in Washington is 
that we can patiently approach the whole question with Russia and, 
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War Is Wasteful 
(Continued) 


A sample of the civilian inves- 
tigation report reads: “Very few 
canned goods inspected by us 
show on the exterior of the case 
the date of packing, which is nec- 
essary if the oldest supplies are 
to be used ahead of the others. 
Several instances were noted 
where the milling date stamped 
on bags of flour was subsequent 
to the date on which the commit- 
tee visited the posts. We found 
flour delivered to post warehouses 
which had no date of milling 
stamped on bags or tags.” 

An inspection in September re- 
vealed that flour already in stor- 
age was marked as having been 
milled in October of that same 
year! Certainly a spoilable article 
so mismarked could not be stored 
and handled intelligently and effi- 
ciently. (Why no indictment of 
the big milling corporation which 
did this ?—Ed.) 

Army posts store huge quanti- 
ties of canned milk. Canned milk 
must be turned upside down pe- 
riodically to prevent spoiling. 
When an officer was asked how 
he managed to turn so many cans 
of milk in storage, he replied, ‘‘Oh, 
they’i] take care of themselves..’ 
Some of the cans were then start- 
ing to swell, meaning that the 
milk inside was spoiled. 

The food investigation commit- 
tee’s report also said: “Lack of 
proper control of requisition and 
distribution of post stocks is re- 
sulting in a serious loss of food.” 

Newsman Maddox further re- 
ported on this: “Today, while 
frantic appeals are being made to 
every patriotic citizen to save 
wheat for the famine-threatened 
areas of Europe and Asia, ... in 
some Southern camps carloads of 
flour stood in railroad sidings, un- 
used and getting maggoty. Why? 
Because the excess flour has been 
forced on the camps and stations 
by the Army depots, where in- 
ventory ends. In Brooklyn, New 
York, alone, there were enough 
dehydrated potatoes at a recent 
date to relieve a starving coun- 
try.” 

Behind all this is the fact that 
the Army ignored a thoughtful 
plan, drawn up by Reuben D. 
Clark, one of the country’s lead- 
ing restaurateurs, and presented 
by Secretary of War Robert B. 
Patterson, which would use train- 
ed personnel to handle food and 
would eliminate much wastage of 
both food and time. Only General 
Somervell’s Service Forces used 
Clark’s system; most Army 
branches by-passed all attempts 
to insure the conservation and 
improved preparation of food, 

“Early in the war,” said re- 
porter Maddox, “Reuben OD. 
Clark, head of a Cleveland res- 
taurant chain bearing his name, 
and nationally known for his 
ability in management, was ask- 
ed by the War Department to help 
solve the Army’s food problems. 
He declined a commission because, 
as a Civilian, he felt he would have 
more latitude in dealing with the 
higher brass. 
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War Is Wasteful 
(Continued) 


“After careful study of the ex- 


isting antiquated and inefficient 
methods, which resulted in the 
Army’s wasting hundreds of thou- 
sands of tons of top grade food 
while millions were _ starving 
throughout the world, Mr. Clark 
offered a detailed plan for utiliz- 
ing trained help instead of dump- 
ing an important but unpopular 
job on unskilled, disinterested and 
often rebellious amateurs. He sug- 
gested strict accounting on the 
use of foodstuffs to check waste.” 

Mr. Clark’s report was brought 
to the attention of Secretary of 
War Patterson by an interested 
Senator—not through the agency 
of any of the Army personne]! Mr. 
Patterson approved the plan and 
said he would try to get Mr. 
Clark’s system put into effect in 
the Army, but nothing ever real- 
iy happened. 

Now do you see why the atomic 
scientists do not want the Army 
to control the further development 
of atomic energy? 


Mismanagement Penalty 


A poorly run Swedish farm may 
be confiscated by the government, 
according to a law recently pass- 
ed by the Swedish Riksdag. The 
owner would be paid the market 
value of the property and the 
state. would resell the farm to 
someone who would make better 
use of the land, buildings, live- 
stock and equipment. 


Science of Industry 


The leading social scientists of 
America are organizing for the 
task of further research into the 
understanding of human relations 
as they affect labor-management 
problems. Social scientists and 
educators are implementing their 
theories with contacts in the 
field. They are meeting with cor- 
poration executives, labor leaders 
and government representatives in 
an effort to determine current at- 
titudes and behavior. In this way 
they can work, toward industrial 
peace by eliminating, as far as 
possible, anger-provoked disputes 
and strikes. 

Emphasis will now be placed 
on searching out the underlying 
causes of labor-management trou- 
bles instead of heeding only symp- 
toms, and a broad comprehensive 
survey in which sociologists, psy- 
chologists and economists. will 
participate will be made of the 
“anatomy” and “physiology” of 
the country’s social and economic 
life. 

The social sciences hope to par- 
alle] the miracles achieved in the 
field of preventive medicine, and 
thus keep healthy the American 
system of free enterprise and 
democratic capitalism by recog- 
nizing the source of trouble before 
possibly fata] weaknesses under- 
mine the entire structure. The re- 
sults of this long-range program 
will not, of course, be immediately 
apparent, but large sums of 
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X-Ray and Foreeast (coninued) 


as we have with other issues, slowly, patiently come to an under- 
standing. Our behavior with the atom has justifiably aroused a new 
crop of suspicions in Russia. Those suspicions can and must be al- 
layed. If reasonable, peace seeking men control the atom industry of 
America, that can be done. If men whose business and interests are 
war, whose jobs and promotions depend upon vast preparation for 
war, monopolize the situation, do you think Russia will be inspired 
to confidence? 

Have you written your congressman on this? It is good to pray 
for peace, but it is much better to pray and ACT for peace. 

Perhaps it would be well to refresh our minds with the fact that 
it is true that the War Department leaders depend on the important 
business interests, with whom they are associated in the preparation 
of war materials, for heavy support in the promotion of War Depart- 
ment plans. For instance, it is well known that the group of indus- 
trialists who formed a committee to back the program of universal 
military conscription have also been active in support of the War De- 
partment’s projects along other lines, including the atom bomb con- 
troversy. Here are a few of these business leaders and the great indus- 
trial interests they are connected with. Notice that these corporations 
do not make books, paper products, candy or cheese cakes, but are 
associated with those industries that make the materials of war— 
uniforms, guns and military equipment: 

Douglas Arant, of Slogg-Sheffield Steel and Iron Company; 

]. Wells Farley, connected with Merrimac Hat Corporation, 
Nashua Manufacturing Company, Thompson-Gibb Electric Welding 
Company, American Airlines, Inc., Atlantic Rayon Corporation, Hat 
Corporation of America, State Street Trust Company; 

Benjamin B. Gossett, of Chadwick-Hoskins Company, Martins- 
ville Cotton Mill Company, Gossett Mills, Calhoun Mills, connected 
with Turner, Halsey Company, Piedmont & Northern Railway Com- 
pany, M. D. & S. Railway Company; 

Charles F. Glore, of Glore Forgan & Company, connected with 
The Chicago Corporation, Adams Oil & Gas Company, Continental 
Assurance Company, Montgomery Ward, Studebaker Corporation, 
Libby McNeil & Libby, Tennessee Gas & Transmission Company; 

Thomas Newhall, of J. P. Morgan & Company, New York, Mor- 
gan Grenfell & Company, London, Morgan & Cie, Paris, and con- 
nected with the Pennsylvania Railroad Company; 

Eliot Wadsworth, ex-Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, con- 
nected with United Shoe Machinery Corporation, U. S. Smelting, Re- 
fining & Mining Company, American Woolen Company, Central! 
Aguirre Sugar Company, League Loans Commission, London. 


C=“ FOR SUSPICION. Great danger admittedly exists in the 

current proposal of the War Department to make a modernized 
Chinese army a kind of auxiliary American army by supplying the 
equipment which would make the new Chinese force effective. The 
State Department urged that some weapons also be sent to the Chi- 
nese communist forces which are to be incorporated into the Chinese 
national army, inasmuch as the War Department's plan would have 
the effect of establishing an offshoot of the United States army on 
Russia’s borders. However, spokesmen for the War Department have 
admitted in congressional hearings that the proposition of also arm- 
ing the communist forces in China was contingent on certain com- 
promises and agreements that the Chinese communists are very un- 
likely to make! 

So we prepare to spend 600 million dollars building up and 
arming the Chinese national armies, which have been fighting the 
Chinese communist forces, and complain because the Russians are 
suspicious! 


RR USA AND THE EAST. As forecast some months ago in our 

reports, Russia is quietly and progressively undermining the Brit- 
ish position in the Near and Middle East by making favorable ar- 
rangements with Arabian states formerly under British control. The 
Iran controversy has been settled, but little has been reported in the 
press concerning the fact that a quiet revolution has been taking effect 
in Iran. The old medieval, ruling aristocracy is slowly having to give 
ground to peasant reform movements that are no doubt Russian- 
supported and that will change the face of things within a few years. 
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money have been given to univer- 
sities and other institutions for 
research in this field, and further 
contributions have been promised 
by foundations, corporations and 
labor unions. 


Cigarette Monopoly 


Because of the pressure of cig- 
arette advertising, very few pa- 
pers carried the report of th 
United States Supreme Court’s 
confirmation of the conviction of 
three leading tobacco corporations 
for monopolistic practices employ- 
ed to the detriment of the public 
welfare, Reynolds, American and 
Liggett & Myers are the corpora- 
tions involved in price fixing, 
forcing out competition and re- 
straint of trade. 


Lewis for President! 


Did you know that John L. Lew- 
is actually is highly respected in 
big business circles? Arfd they 
aren’t altogether kidding when 
they toss off the remark, “He 
ought to be president!” He is 
tough, skillful and able. The adroit 
way he gets things done, knows 
how to plan and execute his 
strategy, knows how and where 
to press for results and yet not 
press too hard, has won the re- 
spect even of Wall Street, where 
the fear of communism rules 
most men’s motives. And John L. 
Lewis is recognized as America’s 
strongest foe against communism. 
Put him at the UN conference 
tables and he would have Molo- 
tov and Vishinski saying the Rus- 
sian equivalent of, “Oh, brother!” 

The really discouraging fact is 
that, in contrast to the prevailing 
figures in official Washington, Mr. 
Lewis does tower above the whole 
politica] parade in downright ad- 
ministrative ability. 

Between The Lines got quite a 
few nasty letters for timidly men- 
tioning some of these things three 
years or more ago, but the facts 
keep marching on! 


Modern Religion? 


A display advertisement in the 
Staten Island Advance, a secular 
newspaper published in suburban 
New York, said: 

“Remember your loved ones 
living or dead—Enroll them as 
Perpetual Members of the Purga- 
torial Society. Enrollment $5.00. 
(This sum may be paid in install- 
ments). Spiritual benefits: share 
in 5,508 masses a year, St. Vin- 
cent’s Home for Boys, Brooklyn.” 

Paid-up members of St. Vin- 
cent’s Purgatoria] Society also are 
offered “a plenary indulgence 
once a month on any day select- 
ed.” The only condition required is 
the payment of the fee of $5.00 or 
of $25.00 for a perpetual family 
membership.” Those who doubt 
these facts can convince them- 
selves by writing to St. Vincent’s 
Home for Boys, State Street, 
Brooklyn, New York, for a free 
booklet, states The Converted 
Catholic, the monthly publication 
that reported this interesting item 
on modern religion, 





